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oi his adopting father. If the natural father be dead, the
mother gives her son away. The son, if there be no other,
will perform iraddha for both fathers.
The privilege of adopting children is a right of which
ruling chiefs are very proud, since only those belonging to
the first two classes can do so as of right, chiefs of lesser
rank having to ask the permission of Government before
adopting.
Some of the best-known Ksatriya chiefs at the present
day were adopted with the rites we have described.1
It throws a most vivid light on a Hindu's belief about the
future when we remember that it is not only the ruling chief
who is anxious to adopt in order that the succession to his
state may pass on unbroken, but the ordinary Twice-born,
who desires by so doing to save his soul from hell, the
hopeless hell of the sonless and therefore ^ifidclha-less,
It is illuminating, too, to learn that nowadays in practice
no Indian, be he chief, Brahman, or man of low caste, ever
adopts a daughter ceremonially, with the purpose of getting his
Sraddha performed; for, no matter with what formality he
might take her, she could never perform his funeral rites, or
inherit his possessions. But so great is the merit acquired by
giving away a daughter in marriage, that a daughtcrlcss man
does sometimes adopt a girl in order to bestow her on a bride-
groom. If he does so, the ceremony is very like the one we
have described; he may, however, content himself with
paying the expenses of some poor girl's marriage, without
formally adopting her, for the merit in both cases is the
same,
1 A chiefs adopted son most kindly worked over those notes with the
writer.